10 things to pray for in 2012
The Presence of God

Exodus 33, Ephesians 1:15-23, Ephesians 3:14-21
Pray for more of God for yourself and for Emmanuel.  Use the verses above to fill in the content of the prayer but don’t lose the simplicity and centrality of just desiring more of God.  Pray for our appetite for God to grow in 2012 and for our commitment to prayer to increase.
Maturity / Discipleship

Colossians 1:9-12, 1 Thessalonians 3:11-13, Philippians 1:9-11, James 1:5-6
Pray for Jesus to build strength and wisdom and maturity into us as a church.  Pray for those under pressure right now that God would sustain them and sanctify them through the process.  Pray for whole-hearted, radical discipleship across Emmanuel Church.  Pray for the children that are part of us to grow in the knowledge of God and for a personal, life-changing faith in their hearts.
Leaders
Ephesians 6:18-20, 1 Timothy 3:1-13, 2 Thessalonians 3:1, Joshua 1:1-9
Please pray for all those who are leading you in the church.  Pray for their relationship with God, their marriages and family life and for God’s grace on them to lead well.  Pray for those of us who preach to know God’s anointing and favour to proclaim the truth with wisdom and authority.

Growth

Acts 2:41,47, 4:4, 6:1,7.  Isaiah 2:1-4, 9:6-7

Pray for many to come and join us on our mission to present Jesus to London.  Pray specifically for local people, for many with different gifts that will serve the church well, for those from different backgrounds to you and for some more single men.  Pray for God to help us integrate new people into our community.

Spiritual Gifts

Matthew 4:23-25, Acts 4:23-31, 1 Corinthians 12:1-11, 14:1

Pray for us all to be filled with the Spirit and exercising spiritual gifts inside and outside of church life.  Pray for signs and wonders that point to the truth of the gospel and the power of God.  Pray for an attitude of love and wisdom as well as a desire for more of God’s power on display.  Pray for yourself: what will you contribute next time you are meeting with others? (1 Cor 14:26)
Finances

2 Corinthians 9:6-15, Luke 12:22-34, Malachi 3:10-12

Pray for God’s provision and help for those in need and in debt in the church.  Pray for a freedom from anxiety, a rejection of worldly consumerism and an overflow of generosity in all of us.  Pray that we would ‘excel in the grace of giving’ in our regular giving and our monthly offerings.  Pray for your self to grow this year in practical generosity and faith.
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Salvation / Baptisms

Matthew 28:16-20, Acts 2:46-47

Pray for yourself and your friends in Emmanuel to be good at building friendships with those outside the church and for opportunities to talk about Jesus.  Pray specifically for your friends and family.  Pray for many unbelievers to come on Sundays, attend one off events and ultimately turn to Jesus and get baptised.  

Community initiatives

James 1:27, Isaiah 58:6-12, Luke 10:25-37

Pray for us as a church to be filled with compassion for the needy all around us.  Pray for the initiatives we have started: e:tots, e:kids, e:mentoring, English corner, basketball in SE18, the groups serving the elderly and offering practical support in homes, and the plans to reach out to young people in Greenwich.  Pray for many volunteers, sustainability, leaders, and for God’s leading as we seek to develop our work in the community. 
Engaging culture
Matthew 5:13-16, Ephesians 6:5-9, 

Pray for God to sustain workers across the church in their different spheres.  Pray for grace to work well and for godly and increasing influence in the workplace and the world.  Pray that we as a church would learn how to serve and train many in their God-given roles in society.  
The Global Church

Matthew 24:3-14, Matthew 16:13-18, www.operationworld.org 
Pray for God to breathe life into the church in the UK, for a revival to come that would transform the expression of Christianity here.  Pray for God’s work around the nations, especially for God’s grace to sustain and break in to situations where believers are threatened, persecuted and martyred.  Pray for God to raise up men and women who, like Jesus, will give up everything to go and bring justice and truth and love into the world.
We set aside the first Wednesday / Thursday of each month to pray and fast together.  These are some headings and scriptures to help you pray.  The order is not important - apart from having the heart cry for more of God at the top of the list.  I would encourage you to always start there.  

