2012: The Year at a Glance
During 2012 we will be preaching through the book of Ephesians.  Our hope and prayer is that this will be a prolonged season of deepening our understanding of God and the gospel with a resulting maturity and love for Jesus Christ.  In order to get a good balance of expository / topical preaching we will work through it in several sections with short breaks in between to cover practical topics such as giving and spiritual gifts.

One benefit of preaching through Ephesians is that we will cover some hot theological topics as we go such as election and depravity.  It’s important for us not to avoid these issues but to handle the scriptures faithfully and honestly.  In order to give space for questions and discussion on some of these issues we will host occasional Sunday evening discussions after the sermon for those who are interested.  The first couple of these will be on January 29th – Election (Eph 1:3-6) and February 26th – Depravity (Eph 2:1-7).  If they are helpful we may continue with topics such as church unity, spiritual gifts, apostles, and male/female roles in marriage and church life.

The first half of Ephesians is focused on what God has achieved in Christ, starting with our own salvation but building towards an understanding of a church that is a demonstration of the glory of God.  Historically in March we have encouraged people to review their giving in time for the next financial year.  This year, against the backdrop of Paul’s teaching in Ephesians 2-3 we will broaden that out and ask everyone to re-consider their understanding and personal application of church membership to ensure that we are lining up with the bible and increasingly displaying the glory of God in our corporate life together.
The second half of Ephesians deals with very practical topics such as anger, marriage, parenting and work.  In the Autumn term we are planning a month on marriage and family life followed by a month teaching on the subject of work.  These two arenas account for the majority of our time and energy and we plan to complement the Sunday teaching with extra seminars / discussions / groups to maximise learning and life change.
There are ongoing discussions about a couple of one-off events we may get involved with but we will almost certainly finish the year with a Christmas event that will gather a large crowd and give a great opportunity for many who have no real knowledge of the gospel to hear and see something of what God has done for us in Jesus.  We will be praying for our largest ever crowd at Emmanuel.
On top of this we will continue to build community life through the community churches and run alpha courses that gather seekers and lead them to Jesus.  We want to train and release more people to lead and we want to increase our presence in the local communities around us by making friends and serving practically.  
All of which leads me to think that one thing we must do in 2012 is pray.  What Jesus taught and modelled is that persistent prayer is foundational to real fruitfulness in the kingdom of God.  We don’t want to fall into the trap of planning activities and then failing to recognise that the source of their life and power is God!  The first Wednesday and Thursday of each month will continue to be set aside for prayer and fasting together.  My urgent request is that you find a way of participating in this and join with others in the church on those days to seek God together.  We have come up with a list of 10 things to pray for in 2012 which will hopefully help you to pray and focus our prayers together.  I think God is ready to bless us more than we realise - but he might be waiting to be asked.
